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COMMENCEMENT

Where the people make [the difference].



Williston State College is a two-year public state 
college. It is one of eleven institutions under the 
jurisdiction of the North Dakota State Board of Higher 
Education.

Williston State College offers transfer programs 
leading to Associate in Arts and Associate in Science 
degrees. Students can complete the first two years 
of most majors and transfer with junior status to a 
majority of four-year colleges and universities.

The Associate in Applied Science degree, Program 
Certificate, and Certificate of Completion are awarded 
to students completing career-technical programs. 
Students receiving career-technical training may 
continue at a four-year college or university and earn 
an advanced degree.
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Opening......................................................Sarah Favorite, Director of Grants and Applied Learning 
Marshals.......................................................................................................Piper Cooper, Aurora Husband
Mace Bearer......................................................................................................... Robert Benson, Professor
Processional....................................................................................Pomp and Circumstance, March No. 1
	 Edward Elgar (arr. Robert Shafer)
National Anthem.....................................................................................................................Linea Peterson
Presidential Welcome...............................................................................Dr. Bernell Hirning, President
On Stage...............................................................................Dr. Katie Renville, Faculty Senate President
	 Megan Kasner, Vice President for Student Affairs
	 Taylor Olson, President of Williston State College Foundation Board
	 Kevin Black, State Board of Higher Education
	 Hunter Berg, Executive Director for WSC Foundation
	 Dr. Zahi Atallah, Vice President for Academic Affairs
	 Deborah Halvorson, Vice President of Business Services

Dr. Bernell Hirning, President
Faculty Recognition..........................................................................................................Dr. Katie Renville, 

Jessalyn  Obenchain
Student Addresses..........................................................................................Jacky Gonzalez Martinez & 

Ashton Sweet 
SBHE Representative...................................................................................................................Kevin Black
Presentation of Graduating Class...........Dr. Zahi Atallah, Vice President for Academic Affairs
Presentation of Diplomas.......................................................................Dr. Bernell Hirning, President
	            Kevin Black, State Board of Higher Education
	 Dr. Zahi Atallah, Vice President for Academic Affairs

Dr. Maren Furuseth, Professor
	 Kari Lesmeister, Associate Professor
Confirmation of Diplomas..........................Dr. Zahi Atallah, Vice President for Academic Affairs
Recessional......................................................................................Pomp and Circumstance, March No. 1
	 Edward Elgar (arr. Robert Shafer)

Order of Exercises

Commencement Video is available to watch at youtube.com/WillistonState
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ASSOCIATE IN ARTS DEGREES are awarded to students who completed a minimum 
of 62 credits with a minimum grade point average of 2.0 (C). Students complete 
courses consisting of diverse, introductory-level material in preparation for transfer 
to baccalaureate programs. The primary areas of emphasis are the humanities 
and social sciences.

ASSOCIATE IN SCIENCE DEGREES are awarded to students who completed a minimum 
of 62 credits with a minimum grade point average of 2.0 (C). As with the Associate in Arts 
degree, students complete courses consisting of diverse, introductory level material in 
preparation for transfer to baccalaureate programs. The primary areas of emphasis are 
mathematics, science, and computer science.

ASSOCIATE IN APPLIED SCIENCE DEGREES are awarded to students who completed 
a minimum of 62 credits in academic and career-technical areas with a minimum grade 
point average of 2.0 (C).

PROGRAM CERTIFICATES are awarded to students who completed coursework in a 
career-technical program while maintaining a minimum grade point average of 2.0 (C). 

CERTIFICATES OF COMPLETION are awarded for completion of a non-credit or credit-
based course of study requiring 16 credit hours or fewer. Requirements vary depending 
on desired outcomes.

Degrees & Designations

*	 Honor graduates (3.5 or higher GPA) receive a gold cord.
φ	 Phi Theta Kappa. Active members receive gold stoles. 
§	 Student Senators receive green and white cords.
‖	 Veterans receive red, white, and blue cords.
∆	 FBLA Collegiate Chapter receive navy and gold cords.
=      Dual Pathway Graduates (students who have completed their degree and diploma).
⍴	 Posthumous degree.

PHI THETA KAPPA's mission is to recognize the academic achievement of college 
students and to provide opportunities for them to grow as scholars and leaders. PTK 
achieves this by providing leadership and service opportunities, an intellectual climate 
for the exchange of ideas and ideals, lively fellowship for scholars, and the stimulation of 
interest in continuing academic excellence. 

STUDENT SENATORS are advocates for the WSC student body and act as liaisons for 
students to the college administration, staff, faculty, and alumni. Student Senate offers the 
WSC student body opportunities for involvement by developing, planning, and executing 
entertainment, activities, and personal enrichment possibilities. 

FBLA COLLEGIATE CHAPTER provides students with the opportunity to apply 
knowledge of business, accounting, information technology, and sport & recreation 
outside the classroom. This organization allows students to develop personally and 
professionally through innovative career and leadership development events, and is open 
to students of all majors.
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Associate in Arts Degrees 

See page 3 for degree & designation information.

Lily Dawn Adams *
Anthony Demetrios Alexandrou *
Peyton L Alford
Brailey Anderson *
Olivia J. Balerud Long *
Zada Ballew
Lucia Bellido Sabina

Ellyse Hannah Angkok Briones  *
Jasmine Brunelle *
Jason Evan Carbno *
Wyatt Carlson
Hezil Cases φ
Bradley Cepeda
Collin Cobb *
Adelle Jace Cotton *
April Crafton * φ
Jaeleigh Davidson
Luisa Maria Delgado
Trinity LaRae Dyer *
Connor M. Ekblad φ
William Anthony Evans *
Maddix Natalia Corrine Falk *
Josie Leo Fernholz *
Lucas W. Finders *= φ
Emily Fixico
Micah Marie Fleck *=φ
Jacqueline Gonzalez 
   Martinez *§ φ∆
Anthony R Hannon-Renteria
Carter Hansen
Sara Hart *
Cheyenne Hayes
Maci M. Heller *= φ
Jeslyn Hendrickson
Kinsley Hendrickson
Eden Hobbs
Bridget Nicole Holloway φ
Kallee Hopes *
Karlee Rose Hoyt
Ashlee Mae Imsland *
Myla Isherwood
Hallie Iverson *
Madison Johnson *= φ
Slayde B Jones *
Jason Juma
Brianna Kane *φ
Sebastian Kane 
Rebekah Keen *φ
Brooklynn Kitchens *=
Katelyn Grace Kolness *

Billings, MT
Williston, ND
Parshall , ND
Fairview, MT
Williston , ND
Crosby, ND
San Cristobal de La 
Laguna, Canary Islands, 
ESP
New Town, ND
Williston, ND
Saskatoon, SK, CAN
Cody, WY
Williston, ND
Amarillo, TX
Sugar Land, TX
Williston, ND
Williston, ND
Froid, MT
Richardton, ND
Williston, ND
Williston , ND
Hamilton, AL
Ray, ND
Trenton , ND
Williston , ND
Parshall , ND
Williston , ND
Sidney, MT

Yakima, WA 
Williston , ND
Watford City, ND
Williston , ND
Williston, ND
Williston, ND
Williston, ND 
Broadford, Victoria, AUS
Williston, ND
Fairview, MT
Williston, ND
Williston, ND
Leduc, AB, CAN 
Williston, ND
Williston, ND
Spring Creek, NV
Bismarck, ND
Watford City, ND
Watford City , ND
Fairview, MT
Williston, ND
Williston, ND

Abby Leigh Maetche *
Elisteph Mankaa *=φ
Michelle Mattila *
Claire Ann Minchuk *
Alyssa Mireles 
Jaelyn Modine *
Jared Montz ‖
Sofia De'Lyn Morales * φ
Dylan Morgan *
 Taylah Murtagh
Wyatt Nehring *φ∆
Michelle N Nkomo *φ
Jessica Ortiz Servin 
Aaralyn Mabel Osburn *
MaKenna Overy *=
Neil A Person §
Lainey Powell =
Aerial Isabel Quarles
Aira Mae Quibral
Adelaide Rambo
Whisper Ramsey
Jaydis Dezman Scott Ottawa
   Ramsey
McKenna Rehak *
Shaylyn Russell
Keegan Ruth *φ=
Kimberly R. Sartin *
Sarhia Saulsby =
Alva J. Scott *
Nick Shrider
Jayden Achilles Shupe * φ
Kylie Simpson *φ
Ailey Nicole Skerritt *
Gabe Slotsve
Savannah Stenberg φ
Haley Stroh *
Ashton Sweet
Taylor Ashleigh Thorstad * φ
Victoria Richelle Timperley
Madison Way *
Bailey Williams
Angela Wold =
Brooklyn Rae Ziegler φ

Olds, AB, CAN
Williston , ND
Williston, ND
Regina, SK, CAN
Sidney, MT 
Alexander, ND
Williston, ND
Williston, ND
Williston, ND
Traralgon, Victoria, AUS
Williston, ND
Williston, ND
Williston, ND
Williston, ND
Williston, ND
Tioga, ND
Alexander, ND
West Monroe, LA
Williston, ND
Gillette, WY
Williston , ND
Williston, ND

Williston, ND
Regina, SK, CAN
Williston , ND
Sidney , MT
Williston , ND
Watford City, ND
Sheet Harbour, NS, CAN
Williston, ND
Bottineau, ND
Glendive , MT
Williston, ND
Watford City, ND
Williston , ND
Katy, TX
Minot, ND
Williston, ND
Williston , ND
Williston , ND
Williston, ND
Williston , ND
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Associate in Science Degrees 
Lily Dawn Adams *
Anthony Demetrios Alexandrou *
Mirja Anderson *
Shanell Ronell Esther Anderson
Morgin Arant
Olivia J. Balerud Long *
Jersey A. Berg *
Bria Bonik *
Ellyse Hannah Angkok Briones *
Colter H Bunnell *
Hezil Cases φ
Ja'Waya Maeyonna Cason
Erika Leona Christian
Adelle Jace Cotton *
Elliott Coughlin *
Jaeleigh Davidson
Luisa Maria Delgado
Ryan Eggert
Connor M. Ekblad φ
Maddix Natalia Corrine Falk *
Mary Mantebea Fiadzo
Lucas W. Finders *=φ
Emily Fixico
Micah Marie Fleck *=φ
Gracie Fuhrmann
Megan Grace Granbois 
Maci M. Heller *=φ
Kallee Hopes *
Karlee Rose Hoyt
Hallie Iverson *
Tyler Jensen *
Madison Johnson *=φ
Malik Gervel Jones
Rebekah Keen *φ
Brooklynn Kitchens *=

Billings, MT
Williston, ND
Williston, ND
Williston , ND
Opelika, AL
Williston , ND
Bismarck, ND
Starbuck, MB, CAN
New Town, ND
Cedar City, UT
Williston, ND
Williston, ND
Westby, MT
Williston, ND
Williston, ND
Froid, MT
Richardton, ND
Richey, MT
Williston, ND
Ray, ND
Williston, ND
Williston , ND
Parshall , ND
Williston , ND
Williston, ND
Culbertson, MT
Williston, ND
Fairview, MT
Williston, ND
Williston, ND
Williams, AZ
Williston, ND
Williston, ND
Fairview, MT
Williston, ND

Katelyn Grace Kolness *
Ethan Loveridge *
Elisteph Mankaa *=φ
Michelle Mattila *
Claire Ann Minchuk *
Alyssa Mireles
Gerardo Eligio Montoya
Akaylah Marie Moore
Sofia De'Lyn Morales *φ
Cody Edward Nash *
Michelle N Nkomo *φ
Jessica Ortiz Servin 
MaKenna Overy *=
Neil A Person
Lynnsie M. Peters
Isabella Polanco
Lainey Powell =
Aerial Isabel Quarles
River Querikiol *
Jaydis Dezman Scott Ottawa
   Ramsey
McKenna Rehak *
Shaylyn Russell
Keegan Ruth *=φ
Sarhia Saulsby =
Brady James Donald Selting *φ
Jayden Achilles Shupe *φ
Kylie Simpson *φ
Ailey Nicole Skerritt *
Joshua Thies
Lilayla B Villanueva 
Hayden A. Wiidanen *φ
Angela Wold =
Jaime Zapata

Williston, ND
Tioga, ND
Williston , ND
Williston, ND
Regina, SK, CAN
Sidney, MT
Phoenix, AZ
McCall , ID
Williston, ND
Cedar City, UT
Williston, ND
Williston, ND
Williston, ND
Tioga, ND
Williston, ND
Parshall , ND
Alexander, ND
West Monroe, LA
Parshall, ND
Williston, ND

Williston, ND
Regina, SK, CAN
Williston , ND
Williston , ND
Fairview, MT
Williston, ND
Bottineau, ND
Glendive , MT
Fargo, ND
Watford City, ND
Sidney, MT
Williston, ND
Cactus, TX
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Associate in Applied Science Degrees 
Brailey Anderson *φ
Lisa R. Aune
Olivia J. Balerud Long *
Brayden Beatty *φ
Shelby Burns
Emir Erkal
Carter Hansen
Cami Diane Huwe
Emily L Johnson *φ
Jaelyn Modine *
Allyson Jayne St.Pierre
Onurhan Tavan
Alejandra Elisa-Leon Vigil

Fairview, MT
Taylor, ND
Williston, ND
Helena, MT
Williston , ND
Williston, ND
Williston, ND
Williston, ND
Fairview, MT
Alexander, ND
Trenton, ND
Williston, ND
Vallejo, CA

Rowan Casey Bushnell
Neil Dahl
Carson Haerer
Patricia Kirby
Kyle Mischke

Cartwright, ND
Watford City, ND
Bottineau, ND
Salmon, ID
Williston, ND

Peyton L Alford
Brailey Anderson *
Brayden Beatty *φ
Lucia Bellido Sabina

Jake Boots
Shelby Burns
Jason Evan Carbno *
Wyatt Carlson
Hailey May Christensen
Christopher William Cloud ‖
Collin Cobb *
Abigail Marie Elkins *
William Anthony Evans *
Bethany Enander *
Emir Erkal
Rayce A Fisher
Jacqueline Gonzalez 
   Martinez *§φ
Carter Hansen
Cheyenne Hayes
Eden Hobbs
Lucas Holmes
Kallee Hopes *
Cami Diane Huwe

Parshall, ND
Fairview, MT
Helena, MT
San Cristobal de La Laguna, 
Canary Islands, ESP
Williston, ND
Williston, ND
Saskatoon, SK, CAN
Cody, WY
Farmington, NM
Oxford, AL 
Sugar Land, TX
Williston, ND
Hamilton, AL
Stanley, ND
Williston, ND
Billings, MT
Sidney, MT

Williston, ND
Williston , ND
Broadford, Victoria, AUS
Williston, ND
Fairview, MT
Williston, ND

Ashlee Mae Imsland *
Myla Isherwood
Ayodeji Samuel Iwaro
Keaton Bryant Jackson *§
Carter Johnsen *
Emily L Johnson *φ
Malik Gervel Jones
Slayde B Jones *
Brianna Kane *φ
Nathan Koppenhaver
Yareni Lastra
Koree Kay Irene Marchwick φ
Taylah Murtagh
Riley May O'Donnell *
Aaralyn Mabel Osburn *
Carter Reimer *
Noah Rostvold
Nick Shrider
Gabe Slotsve
McKayla Jo Stiyer *
Allyson Jayne St.Pierre
Ashton Sweet
Dylan J. Tabbert *
Onurhan Tavan
Jada Turcotte

Williston, ND
Leduc, AB, CAN
Arima, Trinidad & Tobago
Tioga, ND
Gillette, WY
Fairview, MT
Williston, ND
Spring Creek, NV
Watford City, ND
Crosby, ND
Fort Collins, CO
Culbertson, MT
Traralgon, Victoria, AUS
Sidney, MT
Williston, ND
Winnipeg, MB, CAN
Cypress, TX
Sheet Harbour, NS, CAN
Williston, ND
Williston, ND
Trenton, ND
Katy, TX
Ray, ND
Williston, ND
Alexander, ND

See page 3 for degree & designation information.

BUSINESS MANAGEMENT

AGRICULTUREACCOUNTING

Lee Barlet φ
Codi Salvevold

CYBERSECURITY
Newburg, ND
Williston, ND
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Associate in Applied Science Degrees 
Matthew James Conlin
Jacob Denevan
Adam Newman *

Williston, ND
Williston, ND
Sawyer, ND

Theodora Afrifa
Jonas Beal
April Crafton *φ
Michael H. Espeland
Jacob Kyle Gilbert *
Jaxon Alan-Seth Hallgren *
Keegan Hammer *‖
Hannah Marie Kirk
Mark Mansibang
David Roach *
Vivan Rojas
Codi Salvevold

Williston, ND
Williston, ND
Williston, ND
Williston, ND
Williston, ND
Williston, ND
Williston, ND
Williston , ND
Williston, ND
Williston, ND
New Town, ND
Williston, ND

Hailey May Christensen
Sara Huft
Madisyn A Jorstad
Keely Nokomis Taylor
Nadja Uskokovic

DIESEL TECHNOLOGY ELECTRONICS & INDUSTRIAL CONTROLS

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

MASSAGE THERAPY

SPORTS & RECREATION MANAGEMENT WELDING TECHNOLOGY

Luis Julian Garcia Pacheco *φ
Mason Allen Kindopp *φ
Cade Moch *
Gabriella Nobles *
Bentley Otto *
Bradyn Matthew Page
Zayne Allen Phelps
Omar Valencia

Watford City, ND
Sidney , MT
Medicine Hat, AB, CAN
Epping, ND
Williston, ND
Sidney, MT
Beulah, ND
Williston, ND

Farmington, NM
Lambert, MT
Tioga, ND
Payson, UT
Williston, ND

Hailey Carroll *
Erika Anne Hanson
Ashton King
Bethany Amy-Elizabeth
   Kocher *φ
Cameron Tara Macdonald * 
Josiah McDonald
Elizabeth Morris *
Drae Nelson
Jasiah Rocky Norton
Sara Restrepo Cadavid
Colby Warawa
Issac Watson

Victoria, BC, CAN
North Battleford, SK, CAN
Calgary, AB, CAN
Crosby, ND

Calgary, AB, CAN
San Antonio, TX
Adelaide, SA, AUS
Bainville, MT
Watford City, ND
Cartago, Valle del Cauca, COL
Vegreville, AB, CAN
Fort Worth, TX

Luke Bergeron
Myka Dunne
Reece Engleman
Cameron Fenn
Dylan Gierke
Jerron Alex Rau
Anthony J Swenson
Gohan Torres

Sidney, MT
Seabeck, WA
Williston, ND
Santaquin, UT
Mandan, ND
Cartwright, ND
Grenora, ND
Williston, ND
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Associate in Applied Science Degrees 

See page 3 for degree & designation information.

Rita Ampomah
Karina Avila
Alina Bradish
Tanea Janae Braggs
Talesiya Calton
Kaybreonna Clark
Yasmin B Delgado *
Hallie Kathleen Flambouras 
Jude Louise Saguin Gabutan *
Angela Halvorson
Johanne Kristine E. Labastida φ
Fianne Marie A. Villanueva
Elaina Beth Nelson
Jon Levi Ocsio
Carissa Parker
Katy Elizabeth Price
Brooklyn Schmidt *
Taylor Stewart
Renae Marie Stubbs *
Natalie Tuter *
Michael Aerholl Lucido Ulat

Williston, ND
American Falls, ID
Williston, ND
El Dorado, AR
Sidney, MT
Cape Girardeau, MO
Las Vegas, NV
Williston, ND
Williston, ND
Williston, ND
Minglanilla, Cebu, PHL
Watford City, ND
Williston, ND
Davao, Mindanao, PHL
Portland, OR 
Pauls Valley, OK
Glasgow, MT
Sidney, MT
Crosby, ND
Williston, ND
Rosales, Pangasinan, PHL

ASSOCIATE DEGREE NURSE (ADN)
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Program Certificates 

DIESEL TECHNOLOGY
HEAVY DUTY VEHICLE TECHNICIAN

Williston, ND
Williston, ND
Sawyer, ND

Matthew James Conlin
Jacob Denevan
Adam Newman *

MASSAGE THERAPY
Ray, ND
Lambert, MT 
Tioga, ND
Rolla, ND
Payson, UT
Williston, ND

Nathaniel Adam Haaland
Sara Huft
Madisyn A Jorstad
Adrienne M St.Claire *
Keely Nokomis Taylor
Samantha J Winslow *

PRACTICAL NURSING
LPN

Watford City, ND
Mandaree, ND
Rugby, ND
Williston, ND
Havre , MT
Williston, ND
Noonan, ND
Boise, ID
Fairfield, CA
Trenton, ND
Williston, ND
Williston, ND
Santa Rosa, CA
San Luis Potosi, SLP, MEX
Williston, ND

Sidney, MT
Williston, ND

Taylur Adair
Angela Bargado
Amanda Barta
Irish Moriah Cunanan Baybin
Nikki Burchard
Thea Coleen T. Castaneda
Emma Clemmens
MaKenzie Collins
Kianna Cuevas
Shaylee Stuen Cruise
Aliah Custodio *
Jace Engelbrecht
Guilianna Facciano
Natalia Frias Torres
Therese Anne Saguin
    Gabutan *
Mary Gillian Gasmen *φ
Alice Hill

WELDING TECHNOLOGY
Seabeck, WA
Williston, ND
Santaquin, UT
Mandan, ND
Williston, ND
Cartwright, ND
Williston, ND
Grenora, ND
Williston, ND
Sidney, MT

Myka Dunne
Reece Engleman
Cameron Fenn
Dylan Gierke
Gabriel Hobbs
Jerron Alex Rau
Drew Scott
Anthony J Swenson
Gohan Torres
Hayden A. Wiidanen *φ

CYBERSECURITY
Williston, ND
Glenburn, ND

Elvis Adu Agyepong
Ella Post *

Glasgow, MT
Williston, ND
Watford City, ND
Wolf Point, MT
Froid, MT
Williston, ND
Williston, ND
Sidney, MT
Brownsville, TX
Plentywood, MT
Burrillville, RI
Normangee, TX
Sidney, MT
Williston , ND 
Williston, ND
Sidney, MT
Bamako, Bamako
District, MLI

Sarah Marie Schindler Jessen φ
Chloe Marie Jones
Caitlin Jordan *
Trinity Keiser *
Kezia Kohl
Khylie Mansibang *
Faith Nkomo φ
Autumn Ownby
Claudia Ponce
Nycole Elaine Prince
Stacey Rayon
Brittney Casas Rodriguez *
Samantha Rodriguez
Ellie Ann Smith
Esther E Stow *
Nicholle Sunwall φ
Nana Toure *
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Certificates of Completion

DIESEL TECHNOLOGY
BASIC HEAVY DUTY VEHICLE MAINTENANCE

Williston, ND
Williston, ND
Williston, ND
Crosby, ND
Sawyer, ND

Matthew James Conlin
Jacob Denevan
Jeremy Evanson
Hunter Nelson
Adam Newman *

DIESEL TECHNOLOGY
HEAVY DUTY VEHICLE SYSTEMS

WELDING TECHNOLOGY
METAL INERT GAS

Sidney, MT 
Seabeck, WA
Santaquin, UT
Mandan, ND
Williston, ND
Cartwright, ND
Williston, ND
Grenora, ND
Williston, ND
Sidney, MT 

Luke Bergeron
Myka Dunne
Cameron Fenn
Dylan Gierke
Gabriel Hobbs
Jerron Alex Rau
Drew Scott
Anthony J Swenson
Gohan Torres
Hayden A. Wiidanen *φ

WELDING TECHNOLOGY
SHIELDED METAL ARC

Sidney, MT 
Seabeck, WA
Santaquin, UT
Mandan, ND
Williston, ND
Cartwright, ND
Williston, ND
Grenora, ND
Williston, ND
Sidney , MT

Luke Bergeron
Myka Dunne
Cameron Fenn
Dylan Gierke
Gabriel Hobbs
Jerron Alex Rau
Drew Scott
Anthony J Swenson
Gohan Torres
Hayden A. Wiidanen *φ

CYBERSECURITY
Elvis Adu Agyepong Williston, ND

EMERGENCY MEDICAL TECHNICIAN (EMT)
Tyler Jensen * Williams, AZ

Williston, ND
Williston, ND
Williston, ND
Crosby, ND
Sawyer, ND

Matthew James Conlin
Jacob Denevan
Jeremy Evanson
Hunter Nelson
Adam Newman *
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DEANS
DEAN OF ARTS & SCIENCE
Kirby Lund

DEAN OF NURSING & 
ALLIED HEALTH       
Gail Raasakka

PROFESSOR
Robert Benson
Dr. Maren Furuseth
Wendy McGinley
Susan Zimmerman

ASSOCIATE  
PROFESSOR
Amanda Davis
Steven Grunenwald
Kari Lesmeister
Kirby Lund
Wanda Meyer
Matthew Peterson
Gail Raasakka
Richard Stenberg
Leah Windnagle

ASSISTANT 
PROFESSOR
Keri Fedler
Beth Howell
Jessalyn Obenchain
Wyatt Olson
Dr. Katie Renville

FULL-TIME 
INSTRUCTOR
Diane Anderson
Matthew Clark
Tim Delorme
Hunter Erickson
Raquel Esquivel
Ryan Freels
Alexey Kovalev
Yulia Kovaleva
Louisa Radigk
Jaime Radway
Danielle Seitz
Amanda Skinner
James Skinner
Kyla Splichal
Tessa Van Doorne

Administration, Faculty & Emeriti
ADMINISTRATION
PRESIDENT 
Dr. Bernell Hirning

VICE PRESIDENT FOR 
ACADEMIC AFFAIRS
Dr. Zahi Atallah

VICE PRESIDENT FOR 
STUDENT AFFAIRS
Megan Kasner

VICE PRESIDENT FOR   
BUSINESS SERVICES     
Deborah Halvorson

SENIOR HUMAN
RESOURCES GENERALIST
Harrison Lucas

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, 
WSC FOUNDATION
Hunter Berg

DIRECTOR OF 
SMALL BUSINESS DEVEL-
OPMENT CENTER
Keith Olson 

DIRECTOR OF FACILITIES
Jeff Larson

DIRECTOR OF MARKETING
Brittny Mayo

CHIEF INFORMATION  
OFFICER
John Mercer

ATHLETIC DIRECTOR
Alex Herman
Mason Przybilla

PRESIDENT EMERITUS
Garvin Stevens

FACULTY EMERITI
Joan Amsden
Betty Anderson
Jerald Basol
Wayne Berry
Allen Bervig
Gary Bickel
Beverly Conway
Irene Eide
Roger Halverson
Martha Huset
Edna Juhala
Pearl Kline
Faye Krogen
Leneda Larson
Davis Law
Elizabeth Lindquist
Rick Lund
Lance Olson
Lester Olson
Helen Overbo
Herb Parker
Helen Porth
Phil Rabon
David Richter
Gary Rooks
Dominic Schaff
Mary Shemorry
George Solberg
Linda Tharp
Arlene Tvedt
Jack White
Neil Westergaard
Ken Quamme

STAFF EMERITUS
Terry Olson
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About our Speakers 
Kevin Black serves as the Co-Founder and Chief 
Executive Officer of Creedence Energy Services, a 
leading specialty chemical provider in the oil and gas 
industry with operations in North Dakota, Montana, 
Texas, Oklahoma, and New Mexico.
 
Kevin has previously served higher education as a 
Trustee of the NDSU Development Foundation, Minot 
State Board of Regents, and past chair of the UND 
Petroleum Engineering Advisory Board. Kevin also 
serves on the board of the Minot Chamber EDC, Minot 
Sunrise Rotary Club, and the North Dakota Petroleum 
Council, and he was appointed by Governor Doug 
Burgum to serve on the North Dakota Economic 
Development Foundation in 2019.
 
Kevin earned a degree in Industrial Engineering & 
Management from NDSU in 2010, and he resides in 
Minot, ND, with his wife Kalli and three children Reagan, 
Rawley, and Reese.

Jacky Gonzalez Martinez is graduating from Williston 
State College with an Associate of Arts and Associate 
of Applied Science in Business Management degree. 
Jacky is a first-generation student.   During her time 
at Williston State, she has been actively involved in 
multiple student organizations and has held many 
campus leadership positions. She is an active member 
of PTK, Student Senate, and the Future Business 
Leaders of America (FBLA). She has served as President 
of Phi Theta Kappa Honors Society, Treasurer of Student 
Senate, and the Fundraising Chair for Future Business 
Leaders of America.  Jacky has also been involved 
with the Boys and Girls Club of the Mondak and was 
awarded the 2025 Boys and Girls Club Montana Youth 
of the Year. Jacky’s future plans include transferring to 
North Dakota State University, majoring in Finance. 

Ashton Sweet came to Williston State from Houston, 
Texas. He is graduating from Williston State College 
with an Associate of Applied Sciences in Business 
Management and an Associate of Arts Degree. While 
at Williston State College, he has been a part of the 
baseball team, serving as a team captain. He has also 
worked as a tutor in the Communication Lab and as 
a student worker in the Learning Commons.  While in 
Williston, Ashton has been involved with New Hope 
church. Through this involvement, he supported the 
local community by volunteering to clean the nursing 
homes in Williston. Ashton’s future plans include 
transferring to Coppin State University, a Division 1 
school, to play baseball while continuing his academic 
career.  
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WSC LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT: WE COLLECTIVELY ACKNOWLEDGE THAT WE GATHER AT WSC, ON THE 
TRADITIONAL LANDS OF THE MANDAN, HIDATSA, AND ARIKARA NATION AND TURTLE MOUNTAIN BAND 
OF CHIPPEWA INDIANS AND ASSINIBOINE, IN ADDITION TO MANY DIVERSE INDIGENOUS PEOPLES STILL 
CONNECTED TO THESE LANDS. WITH GRATITUDE WE HONOR THE INDIGENOUS PEOPLES WHO HAVE WALKED 
THESE LANDS THROUGHOUT GENERATIONS. WE WILL CONTINUE TO BUILD STRONG, MUTUALLY BENEFICIAL, 
TRUSTING RELATIONSHIPS WITH INDIGENOUS PEOPLES OF OUR REGION AND WITH THE FIRST NATIONS OF 
THE STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA.

GRADUATIONS ARE EVENTS WORTHY OF COMMEMORATION AND SHOULD INCLUDE POMP & PAGEANTRY. 
A COLLEGIATE TRADITION THAT DATES TO MEDIEVAL UNIVERSITIES IS THE PRESENTATION OF THE SCHOOL’S 
MACE DURING GRADUATION CEREMONIES AND OTHER IMPORTANT SCHOOL FUNCTIONS. IT IS A SYMBOL OF 
THE POWER TO BESTOW DEGREES AND HONORS. 
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